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Glacier National Park: 
“Crown of the Continent”… Yet a “Jewel at Risk” 

By Michael Jameson, Regulatory Specialist (Tulsa, OK) – 3-minute Read 
 
Michael Jameson holds degrees from Oklahoma State 

University (Stillwater), the University of Oklahoma 

(Norman) and the University of Michigan (ABD – Ann 

Arbor).  In serving his entire tenure as a Regulatory 

Specialist at Vanguard, he founded the company in 

1992 and is ranked at the “expert” level in chess.   

Glacier National Park, located in northwestern Montana, is a breathtaking expanse of rugged mountains, 

pristine lakes, and rich biodiversity. Established in 1910, this national park is not only a natural wonder 

but also a critical habitat for numerous species and a vital area for scientific research. However, the park 

faces significant environmental challenges that threaten its unique ecosystems and iconic landscapes. 

Climate Change and Glacial Retreat 

One of the most pressing issues facing Glacier National 

Park is climate change. Over the past century, the park's 

glaciers have been in rapid decline, with projections 

indicating that many could disappear by the year 2030 if 

current warming trends continue. The park, once home to 

over 150 glaciers, has seen its glacial coverage shrink 

dramatically, impacting not only the stunning vistas but also 

the ecosystems dependent on glacial meltwater. This 
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meltwater is crucial for maintaining river flows and 

supporting aquatic habitats, making the loss of glaciers a 

significant environmental concern. 

Biodiversity at Risk 

The biodiversity within Glacier National Park is another 

area of vulnerability. The park is home to diverse 

species, including grizzly bears, mountain goats, and 

various bird species, many of which are already facing 

habitat fragmentation due to climate change. As 

temperatures rise, species are being forced to shift their 

ranges, leading to increased competition for resources 

and potential conflicts. This disruption in natural habitats poses a severe threat to the delicate balance of 

life in the park. 

Invasive Species 

Invasive species also present a formidable challenge to 

Glacier's ecosystems. Non-native plants and animals can 

outcompete local flora and fauna, leading to a decline in native 

biodiversity. Efforts are being made to monitor and control 

invasive species, but the challenge remains significant due to 

the vastness of the park and the increasing pressure from 

tourism and human activities. 
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Tourism and Human Impact 

While tourism is essential for the park’s 

economy and raising awareness about 

conservation, it also exerts pressure on 

Glacier's fragile environments. Increased 

foot traffic can lead to soil erosion, 

disturbance of wildlife, and damage to 

delicate plant communities. The influx of visitors can strain park resources, necessitating careful 

management strategies to balance conservation and visitor access. 

Conservation Efforts 

In response to these challenges, Glacier National Park is actively engaged in various conservation 

initiatives. The park collaborates with researchers, conservation organizations, and local communities to 

monitor environmental changes and implement strategies aimed at preserving its ecosystems. 

Educational programs aimed at raising public awareness about climate change and its impacts are also a 

priority, encouraging visitors to adopt sustainable practices. 

Furthermore, the park is working on restoring habitats and promoting biodiversity through targeted 

conservation efforts. These include controlling invasive species, restoring natural fire regimes, and 

protecting critical wildlife corridors to ensure the long-term survival of native species. 
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Conclusion and One Final Thought 

Glacier National Park stands as a testament to nature’s beauty 

and resilience. However, the environmental issues it faces, 

driven by climate change, invasive species, and human 

impact, underscore the need for urgent action. By fostering 

a culture of conservation and promoting sustainable 

tourism, we can help protect this national treasure for 

future generations. Preserving Glacier National Park is not 

just about safeguarding its stunning landscapes; it is about 

maintaining a crucial refuge for biodiversity and a vital 

resource for scientific understanding in an era of unprecedented 

environmental change. 

 

In most national parks, wildlife is skittish, preferring to 

move about at dusk or dawn when surroundings are at 

their quietest and food can be hunted without interference 

from people. However, that's not true of some bold 

inhabitants of Glacier National Park. Mountain goats here 

prefer to spend time near park visitors – that's apparently 

because the presence of humans lessens the risk of 

predators. 


